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Bluebonnet Chapter No. 74, is the Austin, TX, chapter of the Interna-

tional Right of Way Association.  Our Chapter was founded in 1985 

by professionals in the right of way field to unite members for edu-

cation, to improve service to employers and the public, and to ad-

vance our members within the profession.  We are part of Region 2 

of the International Association.  Our current membership includes 

professionals involved in a wide array of projects requiring real es-

tate and right of way services. 

About our Chapter 

Chapter 74 Bluebonnet is a publication of the  International Right of Way Association.  

Luncheons are typically held on 
the second Tuesday of each 
month. Please check the news-
letter each month as locations 

Board of Directors Meetings 
are held the first Tuesday of each 
month at the City of Austin. All 
are welcome. If you are inter-
ested in attending, please con-
tact a Chapter 74 Officer. 

The next IRWA Chapter 74 monthly luncheon will be held Tuesday, 
February 14th at 11:30 a.m. 
 
Location: /ŀƴƴƻƭƛ WƻŜΩǎ 
  4715 East US Highway 290 Service Road 
  Austin, Texas  78745 
 
Speaker:  John P. Campbell, P.E., SR/WA, Director 
 
Topic:  TxDOT and ROW Modernization 
 
Cost:  $12/person 

Monthly Luncheon Chapter Officers  
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JUST FEBRUARY!!! 
 
It is still not too late to renew your membership or become 
a new member of Chapter74.  If you pay for your own 
membership, you may be thinking about whether it is 
worth the money. Believe me it is!  Not only can you 
receive a discount for the education classes that will allow 
you to receive the certifications you need to show you are 
a professional in your field, but the many networking 
opportunities the Chapter, Region and National 
organization offer are excellent.   
 
This year your officers and committee chairs will be 
working very hard to plan more opportunities for the 
Chapter and its membership.   We hope to develop new 
incentives that will increase the chapter membership, 
increase IRWA Class participation and increase attendance at the monthly luncheons.  Please 
keep up with our progress in the Chapter newsletter.  I think you will find it well worth your time 
to find out what the Chapter will be offering the membership for the year 2012. 
 
Chapter 74 already has something to celebrate.  Congratulations to our own Denise Skinner, SR/
WA, for receiving Region 2 Professional of the Year.  Denise has always given a 110% to our 
chapter and her volunteer efforts have gained her the well deserved recognition in our Chapter 
and Region.  Thanks Denise for all your hard work and representing our Chapter so well! 
 
Chapter 74 was very well represented the first of this month at the Winter Forum in San Antonio, 
Texas.  I believe the Region has a great year planned for all of us.  This is the Regions 50

th
 year 

for holding the  Region 2 Educational Seminar in College Station.  If you made the first one it is a 
must that you attend the 50

th
 one. If you have not had the chance to attend the seminar, this 

should be a landmark year so donôt miss this great event.  Hope to see all of you there to 
celebrate this milestone for Region 2. 
 
This monthôs membership luncheon will feature John Campbell, P.E., SR/WA, as our speaker.  He 
will be giving a presentation on TxDOT and their new Modernization efforts.  This is a must make 
luncheon and the date should not be hard to remember.  It is February 14 (VALENTINE DAY!!) so 
bring some chocolates and join us for a great meeting. 
 
 
Youôre President, 
 
Teri J. Morgan, SR/WA, R/C-NAC, R/C-RAC 
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Message From the President  



 

As with most non-native Texans, whether fleeing 
from poverty, persecution, or prosecution and 
seeking opportunity, I moved to Austin, Texas in 
1991.  The above mentioned flight is not open for 
discussion.  Few people grow up inspiring to be a 
ROW professional, but thankfully at that time 
Randall Potts was employed and the State 
Unemployment Office had a posting for an 
Appraisal Reviewer in the Austin District 14 of the 
Highway Department.  My window opened. 
 
At that TxDOT office, I was weaned by a motley 
ensemble of ROW characters whose talents will 
never be exceeded or out excided, keep in mind now this was TxDOT 20 years ago, there 
were Bohuslavs everywhere, starting salary was in the $20s and the only ROW people with 
office computers were the rich appraisers namely Randy Williams and Paul Hornsby.  Please 
open your imagination to the following cast back then as they did opened mine to ROW at 
that time. As still seen within IRWA circles today were: Liz Norris, Steve Bohuslav, Connie 
Real, George Schlemeyer, Elisa Garcia, Larry OôNeal, Lori Bible, Randall Potts, Bob Harwood, 
Charles Maury, Randy Williams, and Paul Hornsby.  I rest my case and closeout that file. 
 
My 20 plus years of ROW experiences and success are detailed by my career path below.  
Albeit this time has prided me much personal and professional growth, transition, happiness 
and sadness, I believe my career constant was my love of the ever challenging ROW 
profession, its people, you people that love me back and the opportunities that being an 
IRWA member cultivated for me.  Cameos provided by Teri Morgan, Maggie Schedler, Don 
Toner and many more. 
 

1991 ï 1995, Texas Department of Transportation, Review Appraiser  

1995 ï 1996, Travis County Transportation Department, ROW Acquisition/Negotiator Agent II 

1996 ï 1997, Sprint PCS & Sprint Spectrum LP, Wireless Project Specialist  

1997 ï 2002, IXC/Broadwing Communications, Senior ROW and Route Supervisor 

2002 ï 2004, MLS Land Services, Inc., Owner and Vice President ROW Services 

2004 - 2007, Wilbur Smith Associates, Director ROW 

2007 - 2010, SH 130 Concession Company, Vice President ï ROW 

2010 to Present, Cintra US, Vice President Right of Way - North America  

 
Thank you for allowing me to share this membership spotlight and please jump at the 
educational and professional career path opportunities, friendship, love and experiences that 
being a IRWA member provides.  You see, I recognize and appreciate that I really 
could not be me without you all. 
 
Dennis L. Sedlachek, SR/WA 

CHAPTER 74 MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
 

Dennis Sedlachek, SR/WA 
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The Right Stuff  
Companies with employees that are IRWA certified report 
impressive results. Certification can often win business in competitive situations. Perhaps thatôs 
because customers prefer doing business with IRWA -certified staff rather than those without the 
stamp of Certification. Certified professionals often make better employees. They tend to exhibit 
higher productivity, reduced learning curves, increased technical competencies, lower error rate, and 
a higher level of job satisfaction.  
 
Individual Benefits  
In addition to gaining new skills, enhancing your knowledge base and adding to your list of 
credentials, employees can expect to attain a wide range of workplace benefits. These may be in the 
form of peer recognition or demonstrated financially through a promotion, pay raise or additional 
perks.  
 
Benefits to Employer  
Employers who support continuing education for their staff can expect significant benefits! They will 
be rewarded with higher employee retention, increased productivity and a boost in employee morale 
and confidence. Retaining experienced staff is an enormous competitive advantage for any 
employer.  
 
To get started, we encourage you to read the requirements outlined in the program guidebook and 
application packet. If your experience appears to qualify, submit your candidacy declaration to IRWA 
Headquarters. If you are uncertain about any of this process, please contact your local Professional 

Development Committee Chair (PDC Chair). They can answer any questions you have 

as you progress through the program. Once you have filled out your completion 
application, simply submit it to your PDC Chair.  

CHAPTER 74  
MEMBER  

ACHIEVEMENTS  

 
Leslie Rutherford, RWA 
Rutherford Real Estate 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT NEWS 
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If you have any questions regarding 
Professional Development, please 
contact Cheryl Speaker at 
cheryl.speaker@sbcglobal.net or Lori 
Bible at lrbible@lan-inc.com. 

mailto:cheryl.speaker@sbcglobal.net
mailto:lrbible@lan-inc.com


 Education Committee News 

COURSE  TITLE  DATE  LOCATION  

 Upcoming Courses   

400 
Principles of Real Estate Appraisal 

(Facilitatorð Donnie Sherwood) 
March 29-30 

Atkins 
(Linda Lindsayð

Coordinator) 

421 
(formerly 401) 

The Appraisal of Partial Acquisitions 
(Facilitator  - Donnie Sherwood) 

April 10-13 

HDR 
(Maggie Schedler/

Coordinator) 

207 
Practical Negotiations for U.S. Federal  

Funded Land Acquisitions  
(FacilitatorðJohn Reed) 

May 17-18  

Atkins 
(Linda Lindsayð

Coordinator) 

505 
Advanced Residential Relocation Assistance 

(FacilitatorðJohn Reed) 
July 27 HDR 

 
Education Chairs:  Sam Nassour  
and Linda Lindsay  

Chapter 74 is offering several courses particularly required for the 

URAC designation:  Course 400 Principles of Real Estate Appraisal 

and Course 421 The Appraisal of Partial Acquisitions.  Please consult 

the course list below for more information. 

2012 Committee Chairs 
Education Sam Nassour, SR/WA 

Contract Land Staff, (512) 346-6518 
Linda Lindsay 
Atkins, (512) 342-3435 

Programs Susan Dwyer 
(512)658-8508  

Asset Manage-
ment 

Dean Harris, SR/WA 
City of Austin, (512) 974-7061 

Valuation Jim Amorin, MAI, SRA, SR/WA 
Atrium Real Estate Services, (512) 453-7407 

Membership Virginia Pompa, SR/WA, R/W-RAC 
HDR Engineering, (512) 801-7009 

Relocation David Harrah 
TXDOT, (512)416-2962 

Local Public 
Agency 

Kerry Fulton, SR/WA 
Texas Turnpike Authority, (512) 531-5905 
Freddy Lopez, SR/WA, R/W-RAC, R/W-
NAC, LV Right of Way and Real Estate 

Service, Inc. (512)913.6387  

Professional  
Development 

Cheryl Speaker, SR/WA, R/W-AC 
(512)415-5778  
Lori Bible, SR/WA 
Lockwood, Andrews & Newnam, (512) 338-2754 

Newsletter Lisa A. Hughes, SR/WA, R/W-RAC 
Contract Land Staff, (512) 346-6518 

September 
Seminar Chair 

Elizabeth Norris 
Atkins, (512) 342-3443 

Utilities Connie Real, PMP, SR/WA 
City of New Braunfels, (830) 221-4046 

Nominations John Reed, SR/WA, R/W-RAC 
TxDOT (512) 416-2937 

Transportation Dennis Sedlachek, SR/WA 
Cintra U.S., (512) 637-8545 
 

 Ron Olderog, MAI, SR/WA 
City of Austin, (512) 974-7193 
Dennis Sedlachek, SR/WA 
Cintra U.S., (512) 637-8545 05 
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Chapter 74 would like to welcome the 
new members for 2011 shown below : 

Membership Committee News 

Lƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ 
is all around us, the only sure thing is 
making yourself the most marketable 
person in your profession by attending 
professional events, staying current on 
trends, maintaining your certifications, 
and renewing your professional 
network. 
 

Make yourself marketable. 
 
Decide to impact.  Take charge of 
where and how you influence those 
around you.  Learn. Lead. Advance. 
 
Contact Virginia Pompa at (512) 801-
7009 or via e-mail at 
virginia.pompa@hdrinc.com or  for 
more information. about becoming a 
member of Chapter 74. 
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Past Presidents >>> 

2011 Dennis Sedlachek, SR/WA  

2010 Lory R. Johnson, MAI, SR/WA  

2009 Ron Olderog, MAI, SR/WA  

2008 John Reed, SR/WA  

2007 Connie Real, PMP, SR/WA  

2006 Tinker Cotton, SR/WA  

2005 Steve Bohuslav, SR/WA  

2004 Steve Beck, MAI, SR/WA  

2003 Elizabeth Norris  

 

2002 Elisa Garcia  

2001 Randall Kopfer, IFA, SR/WA  

2000 Laurie Park, SR/WA  

1999 George Schlemeyer, SR/WA  

1998 Lauraine Rizer, SR/WA  

1997 Randy Williams, MAI, SR/WA  

1996 Margie Hamby, SR/WA  

1995 Dean Harris, SR/WA  

1994 Mary Jane Amezquita  

 

1993 Larry OôNeal, SR/WA 

1992 Sandra Bishop  

1991 John Baylor  

1990 Cheryl Bennett  

1989 Rayburn Corbitt, MAI  

1988 Josie Wiltzius, SR/WA  

1987 Greg Althoff, SR/WA  

1986 Richard Steubing  

1985 Charles Clinger, SR/WA   

Margarita Ayala  
Guadalupe Valley Electric Corp. 

Mark A. Mendez  
Stateside Right of Way 

Irene Balderrama 
Stateside Right of Way 

Enrique Perez 
HDR 

Gary Lee Baird  
Percheron Acquisitions, LLC. 

Jason M. Picket  
Guadalupe Valley Electric Coop  

Dennis R. Brandenberger  
Guadalupe Valley Electric Coop  

Thomas Rance Roberts  
Pedernales Electric Coop  

Melvin W. Burns 
Guadalupe Valley Electric Coop  

Robert O. Robinson 

Clyde C Castleberry, Jr.  
Castleberry Surveying Ltd.  

Gary Sausen 
HDR 

Jeanne Anne Ganley  
HDR 

Kristina Silcocks  
Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP 

Anita M. Garcia  
THC, Inc.  

Charles W. Stacks, Jr. 
Universal Field Services 

David L. Huseman  
Superior Land and Rights of Way  

Skye H. Stuart  
THC, Inc.  

Michelle Harmon Johnson  
HDR 

Phil Steed 
City of San Marcos 

Joseph A. Looney  
HDR 

Steven Thoreson  
SH 130 Concession Company, 

LLC 

Rachel A. Lopez 
LV Right of Way Real  

Estate Services 

Susan Dawson 
Universal Field Services, Inc. 

mailto:virginia.pompa@hdrinc.com


 

 

 

 

International Right of Way 

Association Career Center 

 

Contract Land Staff, LLC (current job postings) 

 

 

Please contact Lisa Hughes to request publication of 

Job Posting announcements in the newsletter and on 

the IRWA Chapter 74 website. 
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Job Postings  
 

Many thanks to all those who contributed to the 

newsletter this month! 

Chapter 74 Website:   

www.irwa74austin.org 

 

IRWA Website:  
www.irwaonline.org  

 
IRWA Region 2 Website: 

www.irwaregion2.org 

Please send newsletter article 

submissions and business cards to 

the following address: 

 

Lisa A. Hughes, SR/WA, R/W-RAC 

Contract Land Staff , LLC 

8213-A Shoal Creek Blvd., Suite 202 

Austin, TX  78757 

512-346-6518 

lisa.hughes@contractlandstaff.com 

http://careercenter.irwaonline.org/Login.cfm
http://careercenter.irwaonline.org/Login.cfm
http://www.irwa74austin.org/files/488333399.pdf
mailto:lisa.hughes@contractlandstaff.com
http://www.irwa74austin.org
http://www.irwaonline.org
http://www.irwaregion2.org/
mailto:george.schlemeyer@contractlandstaff.com


 

 

 
Charles M. Davis, R/W-RAC 

Partner - cmdavis@arws.com 

405.550.1624 cell 

 
Mendy Baird, SR/WA   

Project Manager - mbaird@arws.com 

325.518.5380 cell 

 

 

P.O. Box 5848 

Abilene, Texas  79608 

325.672.5540 phone 

325.672.5549 fax 
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chapter 74  who to know >>> 
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chapter 74  who to know >>> 
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